Guide to
Victoria Falls

GUIDE TO VISITING VICTORIA FALLS
Constantly fluctuating, Zambezi River water levels deliver different opportunities through all seasons, providing many different reasons
to visit Victoria Falls and surrounds at any time of year. This formation is not one of the worlds’ Natural Wonders for nothing!

At high water, Victoria Falls is the extraordinary continuous curtain of falling water it is most famous for.

Activities such as Livingstone Island and White Water Rafting are closed during high water.

At low water, the waterfall breaks up into individual cascades and rivulets revealing the beauty of the gorge itself.

Low water enables exciting adventures such as swimming in Devils Pool on the edge of the lip, and/or swimming in the
gorge under the spray, not to mention rafting the Grade 5 rapids in the Batoka Gorge – none of which are possible when
water levels are too high.

ZAMBEZI RIVER WATER LEVELS








HIGH WATER – April / May to sometime in July or August - the smoke truly thunders
o Even wearing a full rain-coat with the hood on, you will still get damp underneath, and an umbrella is no help.
o Unless it’s waterproof, you will need to protect your camera.
MEDIUM WATER – January to March / April and again some-time in July / August to late September
o You will get wetter and wetter as the river and the waterfall-spray rises, bring something to protect your camera.
o There is still sufficient spray to justify a raincoat.
LOW WATER – September / October to mid-December - the gorge is a beautiful sight to see.
o Little to no spray and it can be hot! Bring light clothing.
APPROPRIATE FOOTWEAR
o Bring good-grip, good-support sandal-type shoes no matter the time of year;
something like this is ideal and all-purpose for your entire trip - note the toe cap
– a useful feature.
Here is a sample to give you an idea
→→
o When the river is high, spray entering closed shoes could make for an unpleasant ‘squelching’ experience.

VICTORIA FALLS SEASONS AERIAL VIEWS – BOTH SIDES
A visual impression of how Victoria Falls changes throughout the year according to seasonal river levels

Aerial View Compilation courtesy of Wild Horizons

SEASONS and RIVER LEVELS
The Zambezi River is subject to seasonal fluctuations which depend on how good or bad the last wet season was; therefore it is not
an exact science as to when the river will peak or when the river will be lowest. Here is a guide:

WET SEASON - SUMMER
o
The onset of rain is usually mid to late November, escalating through December, January and February, starts to tail off
sometime in March with perhaps s few April showers. The River rises steadily from December onwards, peaking in April /
May. The waterfall forms the famous continuous curtain of falling water from March until June sometime.
o
The warmest months are September, October and November with October being the hottest as temperatures rise in
anticipation of the wet season.

DRY SEASON – AUTUMN - WINTER – SPRING – EARLY SUMMER
o
No rain is expected from around April to mid-November. Once the river peaks at the end of the wet season, it stays high
for some weeks to come before it begins the steady drop until the wet season starts again around mid-late November.
o
Revel in the warm, sunny days in June and July. Evenings, nights and early mornings are chilly. Bring a fleece!
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COMPARING the ZAMBIA and ZIMBABWE SIDES
Visiting this famous waterfall at high water is a tactile experience; there is so much spray you will
experience moments when you feel as though you are INSIDE the waterfall! When the river is in-between
high and low water - medium water - there is still sufficient spray to dampen visitors.
At low water you experience the amazing full glory of the narrow gorge and the rock formations in
the river bed below. It certainly tells a story. You can actually visualise the might of the water that comes
thundering over the lip when the fall is in full flood.
→ Eastern Cataract Zambia
Due to the course of the main current, the entire lip of the waterfall is in Zambia. The formations opposite
the waterfall are unevenly matched giving Zambia 1/3 and Zimbabwe 2/3 of the width. After dropping over the
waterfall the river exits from the main gorge and enters a fascinating zig-zag series of gorges – the remains of
previous fall-lines.

The length, terrain and trails visitors walk are somewhat different when comparing the two sides.

More time is required to see both sides, so please plan for that if you wish to do both sides.
→ Main Falls Zimbabwe

The ZAMBIA SIDE


MAIN FEATURES
One-third of the face of the fall means a shorter walking trail.
Terrain dips and rises - some steps and staircases to negotiate - wheelchair friendly up to a point.
David Livingstone statue erected in 2005 to commemorate 150 years since he first saw the waterfall.
Home to the famous Knife Edge Bridge - 100% safe to walk across.
→ Knife-Edge Bridge in May
Seeing the Zambia side is a must at medium to high water.
As the dry season progresses resulting in lower and lower water levels, while waiting for the next wet
season to begin, the Zambia side breaks up into smaller waterfalls and rivulets.
o
At times of low water, because the lip of the waterfall is higher from the Eastern Cataract (Zambia river
bank) up to Livingstone Island, the water-flow all but dries up - this is normal.
o
The River Club offers guests guided tours to see the Zambia side of the falls – check our activity lists.
Helicopter Flights originating on the Zambian side are able to fly INSIDE Batoka Gorge downstream of the fall.
o
o
o
o
o
o




Livingstone Island
o
o
o

Because the entire lip of the waterfall belongs to Zambia, Livingstone Island, situated on top of the middle of the lip, belongs
to Zambia – the island overlooks the abyss and the walking trails on the Zimbabwe side.
Livingstone Island is seasonal so it is closed during high water usually May into June.
Livingstone Island is home to the lesser-known Angels Pool (open July / August and March / April) and the ultra-famous Devils
Pool (open late August to around February).

Aerial Views of the Island: 1. low water
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2. high water

3. Angels Pool (medium water)
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4. Devils Pool (low water)
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5. View from the island
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VICTORIA FALLS SEASONS - ZAMBIA SIDE
January

February

July on the ground

August Devils Pool

March

September

April

October Devils Pool

July from the air

October Gorge views

Photo credits: Vanessa Nielson (Livingstone DMC), Livingstone’s Adventure Centre and Tongabezi
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VICTORIA FALLS – THE LUNAR RAINBOW – FROM THE ZAMBIA SIDE

The lunar rainbow occurs seasonally at Full Moon when the river is high enough, February to August, and when the sky is clear.

Rainbows are caused by the refraction of the moon’s light reflected in the spray
o The Falls Park remains open the night before, the night of, and the night after full moon
o The Lunar Rainbow park entry fee is USD 25 per person, payable even if you visited the park earlier the same day
o The River Club runs trips for our guests to see the Lunar Rainbow at a cost of USD 50 per person which does includes
return transfers
Photo credit: Vanessa Nielson (Livingstone DMC)

The ZIMBABWE SIDE
There are visa implications for most nationals, so if you know in advance you wish to visit the
Zimbabwe side, please let us know so we can advise on the best visa and visa costs.

MAIN FEATURES
o
Two-thirds of the face of the fall – a longer walk – though you don’t have to walk all of it.
o
Mostly gently undulating terrain – relatively wheel-chair friendly.
o
At times of low water, because the lip of the waterfall is lower on the Zimbabwe side,
which, although the cascade does break-up into smaller falls, results in year-round water
flow.
o
The lowest point of the waterfall is Devils Cataract in the western corner of the gorge, this
is the reason why the International boundary is here giving the entire lip of the fall to
Zambia.
→ Devils Cataract in the western corner (Zimbabwe side) ; the International Boundary
o
At low water many guests opt to see only the Zimbabwe side.
o
The statue of David Livingstone was erected on the Zimbabwe side in 1934.
o
David himself did not visit the Zimbabwe side at all.
o
It’s easy to visit the Zimbabwe side, we will tell you exactly how to do it.


GUIDED TOURS
o
o
o
o

o


Cost of guided tours includes park fees, and transfers to Zimbabwe Immigration.
Visa costs are for your own account - talk to us to get visa information.
Guided tours do need advance booking whether shared or private.
Shared tours have set check-in times.
Private tours can be booked at a time optimum for the guest but the charge is for a
minimum of 6-pax.
→ The David Livingstone Statue

GUIDED TOURS LATCHED ONTO CROSS-BORDER
ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE TRANSFERS
o
o
o

Depending on the timing, if you arrive or depart via Victoria Falls Airport, Zimbabwe, a
guided tour of the Zimbabwe side of the falls can be added to the cross-border transfer.
The transfer and the tour will be conducted by the same operator so need to be booked
together in advance.
Combining a cross-border transfer with a guided tour is cheaper and saves time
compared to doing these things individually.
→ The Main Fall
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ZIMBABWE SIDE SELF-GUIDED
↓ The Zimbabwe-side Rain Forest
Many guests take this option because it’s the most flexible and least-cost way.
It is completely safe! Here’s how it works:
o The River Club driver will assist guests through Zambia Immigration then
drive across the famous Railway Bridge, all the way to the Zimbabwe
Immigration car park.
o The distance between the two Immigration posts is around 2 km – you can
walk but the time needed to do this will need to be taken into account – it’s
also too hot to walk at certain times of year.
o Because Zambian driver/guides are not allowed to work cross-border (this is
a reciprocal arrangement between Zambia and Zimbabwe), the driver will
remain with the vehicle and wait for you.
o Clear your passports through Zimbabwe Immigration - be prepared in terms
of visa requirements and take your own pen - then simply pass through the
Immigration exit gate and follow the pavement alongside the palisade
fence right to the falls park entrance. It’s not far and it’s impossible to get
lost.
o At the park entrance you need USD cash for park entry fees.
o Allow around 2-hours to walk the trails in the park, and then simply reverse
your steps back to Zimbabwe Immigration.
o Exit Zimbabwe, rendezvous with the lodge driver and return to Zambia
o In addition to the transfer between the lodge and the border, there is a small cost for the return inter-border transfer.

VICTORIA FALLS SEASONS - ZIMBABWE SIDE
January

February

February

February

April Rainbows

Devils Cataract

March

Viewing Point

February

April - Devils Cataract

Exit from main gorge The Boiling Pot – Rapid #1

In both photos; Zambia on the right, Zimbabwe on the left / the zig-zag system of gorges, each an old waterfall-line, take the river away

Photo credits: Vanessa Nielson (Livingstone DMC), Livingstone’s Adventure and Bushtracks Africa
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